TOY CALDWELL GOES
BACK TO THUMBIN’

By Willie G. Moseley

One of the more prominent Southern bands to emerge in the early
Seventies on the Macon, Georgia-based Capricorn label (also home of the
Allman Brothers Band and the Dixie Dregs, among other combos) was The
Marshall Tucker Band. The group was founded and based in Spartanburg,
South Carolina, and one of its notable members was lead guitarist and
songwriter Toy Caldwell, who was usually seen onstage playing a Gibson Les
Paul. Utilizing his thumb to evoke soaring melodies from his guitar, Caldwell
also occasionally sang lead vocals.

Toy Caldwell left The Marshall Tucker Band in the mid-Eighties, and
remained inactive for several years, though he played around his hometown
area on a very casual basis. Ultimately he decided to resume recording and
performing on a larger scale, and was recently interviewed by Vintage Guitar
in Memphis, where he was putting the final touches on his brand new solo
album, which was slated to be released in early 1992. Caldwell was excited
about his upcoming solo project:

VG: Tell me about your earliest musical influences and how your thumb
style developed.

TC: My family had a lot of musicians in it; I can remember when my daddy
and some of his friends and relatives would gather at our house and play their
guitars until late at night. They mostly had Gibson guitars, and they played
Country and Western music and Glenn Miller, “big band” music, so [ was
around musicians at an early age,

There’s no question that my biggest influence was Chet Atkins, but I also
listened to Merle Travis. Both of them were. noted for their thumb picking, of
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